
15 Rules to Help Your Alternative
 Clients Find the Best Custodian for Investments

Choosing the best SD IRA custodian involves careful consideration of various factors to ensure they align with your 
investment goals and needs. Here are 15 rules to help you select the right SD IRA custodian:

Rule 3 : Investment Options

 Ensure the custodian will hold custody of a wide range of investment options that align with 
your investment strategy (e.g., real estate, private equity, precious metals).

Rule 4 : Technology and User Interface

 Look for a custodian with a user-friendly online platform or portal for easy management of 
your investments.

Rule 2 : Custodian Fees

 Compare fee structures among custodians to ensure they are transparent and competitive.

Rule 1 : Experience and Reputation

 Choose a custodian with a solid reputation and extensive experience in handling self-
directed IRAs. 

 Ensure the entity you’re considering is a full-fledged custodian, not just an administrator.

Rule 5 : Customer Service

 Assess the quality and responsiveness of customer support provided by the custodian.



Rule 6 : Regulatory Compliance

 Verify that the custodian complies with all IRS regulations and guidelines concerning self-
directed IRAs.

Rule 9 : Reporting and Statements

 Ensure the custodian provides clear and timely statements and reports on your SD IRA 
holdings.

Rule 8 : Transaction Processing Time

 Check how quickly the custodian processes transactions related to your SD IRA 
investments.

Rule 7 : Educational Resources

 Choose a custodian that provides educational materials and resources to help you 
understand SD IRAs and investment options.

Rule 10 : Security Measures

 Verify the custodian’s security protocols to protect your personal and financial information.

Rule 11 : Accessibility

 Consider whether the custodian offers convenient access to your account information and 
support services.
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Rule 13 : Transparency

 Choose a custodian who is transparent in their operations, including clear communication 
regarding fees, processes, and any potential conflicts of interest.

Rule 12 : Reviews and Testimonials

 Read reviews and testimonials from other investors to gauge their experience with the 
custodian.

Rule 14 : Account Minimums

 Consider the custodian’s required account minimums and whether they align with your 
investment capacity and goals.

Rule 15 : Referral and Partnership Network

 Assess if the custodian has a strong network of professionals and partners that can support 
your investment goals.


